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WRIGHT STATE - MIAMI VALLEY SCHOOL OF NURSING
ZETA PHI CHAPTER
SIGMA THETA TAU
HISTORY
In the spring of 1976e1 Wright State University School of Nursing, a new
school, had just graduated its second class.

After a lecture on leadership

presented by a faculty member who was also a member of Sigma Theta Tau, Diane
Rhodes, then President of the School of Nursing Organization of Students
(SNOS)
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and four classmates met to discuss the possibility of forming a local

Honor Society.

Student enthusiasm was high, and several interested faculty

offered encouragement and support and shared Sigma Theta Tau materials and
publications with the group.

Sigma Alpha Theta was formed as a sub-group of

SNOS, and SNOS membership was a prerequisite for Honor Society membership.
At the first meeting on May 13, 1976e1 Holly Everslage, Diane Rhodes, Jane
Wamsley, Pat Pecqueux, and Carol Weisbecker were appointed as members of the
Steering Committee and an ad-ho� committee was formed to screen potential
members.

A faculty poll revealed that fifteen of the twenty-six faiulty were

Sigma Theta Tau members, and thirteen were willing to transfer their
membership to a new chapter.
By the fall of 1976e1 faculty and student interest increased, and the group
began working toward application for charter as a chapter of Sigma Theta Tau.
A defined organizational structure emerged and By-Laws were drafted.
In the spring of 1977e1 the first officers of Sigma Alpha Theta Honor Society
were elected.

They were:

Pat Pecqueux, president; Rebecca Paesson, 1st Vice

President; Adrian Miller, 2nd Vice President; Carol Weisbecker, Secretary;

Denise Eggens, Treasurer; and Dr Suzanne Falco, faculty advisor.

Additional

members were inducted and interest remained high.
On February 28, 1978, the Honor Society and the School of Nursing co-sponsored
a colloquium, "The Nursing Home as a Site of Practice for the New Graduate."
The speaker, Bobbe Nolan, was a 1976 graduate of Wright State University
School of Nursing.

The audience included Honor Society members, faculty and

WSU School of Nursing students.
On May 25, 1978, a general meeting of Honor Society members was held to induct
new members and elect new officers.

Sixty-six people attended this meeting,

fifty-two of whom were new members.

Nominations were accepted from the floor,

and the following officers were elected:

Anne Wilson, President; Sue Bush,

1st Vice President; Patricia McDaniel, 2nd Vice President; Nancy Brake,
Secretary; Cindy Armstrong, Treasurer; and Dr, Suzanne Falco and Jean
Sullivan, faculty advisors.

The new officers were just completing their

sophomore year in Nursing.

They were new members of the Honor Society and

unsure of what was expected of them.
On June 5, 1978, the new Executive Board met to discuss goals and objectives
for the coming year.

A tentative schedule of monthly meetings with suggested

programs and speakers was developed for the school year.

Anne Wilson

discussed the need for the Honor Society to become more visible, and it was
decided to publicize meetings and open programs to the community as well as to
nursing students.
By October 1 1 1978 1 an application for charter was filed with Sigma Theta Tau,
and planning began for an evaluation visit in the spring of 1979.

The

Steering Committee, which had become inactive, was reorganized, and Elizabeth
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Schaub, a senior nursing student, and Holli Utz, an alumnus, became
co-chairpersons.

Student, faculty, and alumni members of the Steering

Committee worked closely with officers of the Honor Society throughout the
year to prepare for chartering.

Anne Wilson maintained frequent contact with

the national office of Sigma Theta Tau and compiled a voluminous file of
information.
A number of programs were held during the Fall and Winter quarters.

Two of

these included "The Role of the Geriatric Nurse Practitioner," by Bobbe Nolan,
an alumnus who had just completed a geriatric nurse practitioner program, and
"Political Issues Confronting Nursing," by Dr. Marjorie Stanton, WSU faculty.
Honor Society members were active in many areas, including volunteering for
community health screening and participating in faculty research projects.
On April 19, 1979, the Honor Society and the School of Nursing jointly
sponsored a reception followed by a lecture by Sister Calista Roy.

More than

300 students and nurses from the university and the community attended and had
an opportunity to meet and exchange ideas with nursing leaders.
In April 1979, a letter was sent to alumni, faculty, and adjunct faculty
eligible for Sigma Theta Tau membership telling them of the upcoming
evaluation visits and of the progress being made toward chartering.
Dr. Helen M. Ferrence made the Sigma Theta Tau site visit on April 30 and May
1, 1979.

She made it clear that Sigma Alpha Theta and a chapter of Sigma

Theta Tau could not co-exist.

She recommended that an Honor Society including

students, alumni, faculty, and community members should be organized which
would ultimately become a chapter of Sigma Theta Tau after chartering was
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-------------------------

approved.

She requested that evidence of corrective action be submitted by

September 1,

1979.

At the September 28 1 1979 re-evaluation, all requirements had been met.

In

November 1979 1 Anne Wilson and Susie Batchelor represented Wright State at the
national Sigma Theta Tau meeting.
was approved
assigned.

by

The Honor Society application for charter

the House of Delegates and the Greek name Epsilon Iota was

The chapter installation was planned for May 17 1 1980.

In January, 1980, the Membership, Nominating and Arrangements Committees were
quite active, and the Executive Board began actively preparing for chapter
installation.

Late in January, political upheaval threatened the existence

of both the School of Nursing and the Honor Society.

The Dean and most of the

faculty resigned,
On February 8 1 1980, Dr. Suzanne Falco informed the national office of Sigma
Theta Tau about the chaos in the School of Nursing.

She apparently requested

a delay in chartering because Anne Wilson received a form letter from Nell
Watts, Executive Director of Sigma Theta Tau, about the requested delay asking
for a new chartering date.

Anne consulted with the Executive Board and

returned the form letter to the National Office of Sigma Theta Tau, marked "NO
DELAY REQUESTED" and "WILL PROCEED WITH ORIGINAL DATE."
second letter dated February 21
President.

1

Anne received a

1980 1 from Sr. Rosemary Donley, National

She asked for confirmation of our request for delay of chartering

and referred to communications received from Dr. Falco regarding
administrative problems on campus.

Sr. Donley encouraged the Honor Society to

remain active and to apply for revalidation and a new chartering date after
the situation stabilized.

At that time, a new Greek name would be assigned.

On April 4, 1980, Nell Watts notified Anne by phone that chartering would be
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delayed until the situation at the School of Nursing stabilized and a
permanent Dean was appointed.
received.

A confirmation letter was subsequently

During this period, all Honor Society activities came to a halt.

In September, 1980, Margaret Maloney, Ph.D., was appointed as Dean of the
School of Nursing and began working to rebuild the faculty.

Members of the

Honor Society were encouraged to again plan for the chartering ceremony that
had been delayed earlier in the year.

Four of the five officers and one

faculty advisor residing in the area were eager to start planning.
Anne Wilson contacted the Sigma Theta Tau Office in the Fall of 1980 and
talked with Dr. Helen Ferrence who had made the evaluation visit in April and
May of 1980.

In a letter dated October 22, 1980, Dr. Ferrence informed Anne

that an update of Honor Society activities could be followed in about a month
by an evaluation visit, and chartering could then proceed in three to four
months.
Due to personal problems and illness, Anne Wilson became unable to provide the
leadership necessary to restructure the Honor Society.

In early 1981, Beth

Starr, a graduate student; Barbara Murphy, a faculty member; and Sue Bush, an
alumnus, met to discuss restructuring the Honor Society.

Since there was

little previous Honor Society information available, the group identified
potential Steering Committee members from student, faculty, alumni, and
community groups.
There was a high level of interest and enthusiasm in the group and the
Steering Committee quickly took shape.

Beth Starr, chair person, contacted

Becky Markel, 2nd Vice President of ~igma Theta Tau, and requested guidelines
for re-developing the Honor Society to meet the criteria for chartering.
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In

March 1981, with the help of Anne Wilson, an Honor Society status report was
submitted to Becky Markel.
In April, 1981, a second evaluation of the Honor Society was done and
recommendations for restructuring given.

On April 26-27, two members of WSU's

Honor Society attended a Sigma Theta Tau Writers Seminar.

They met with

national officers who provided support and an explanation of the recommended
restructuring.
officers:

The Steering Committee proceeded to elect the following

Beth Starr, President; Sue Bush, 1st Vice President; Betty Schmoll,

2nd Vice President; Barbara Ball, Secretary; and Barbara Kellerstrauss,
Treasurer.

Committee chairs were appointed in accordance with national

by-laws with Betty Schmoll chairing the Membership Committee and Sue Bush the
Program Committee.
In June and July 1981, the Membership and Program Committees became active;
goals were identified and work toward meeting the goals began.

Jane Hutcheson

was appointed to review Honor Society By-laws, compare them to Sigma Theta Tau
By-laws, and recommend necessary revisions.

The Membership Committee drafted

letters and eligibility forms to distribute to potential members.

Sue Bush

contacted Linda Daniel, Sigma Theta Tau's District Program Committee
chairperson.

Linda sent suggestions for speakers, Rho Chapter's newsletter,

and the Sigma Theta Tau National Convention brochure.

Sue shared this

information with the Program Committee and program planning began.

The

Program Committee decided that, with approval by the Steering Committee, the
program focus would be clinical practice.
Beth Starr kept in close contact with Becky Markel over the year and in August
1981 reported that Dr. Markel was impressed with the progress being made
toward a spring 1982 chartering date.
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In September 1981, Barbara Ball resigned as Secretary due to increased job
responsibilities, and Nancy Brake agreed to serve as secretary.

Plans were

made to distribute a newsletter, and members were solicited for the Finance
and Nominating Committees.

During the next few months, committee work

continued, and issues regarding individual and chapter chartering dues and
installation dates were clarified with the national office.
By March 11 1 1982 1 the Membership Committee had eighty-eight applications for
membership, twenty-one of which had all informational data completed.

On

March 20, 1982, the Membership reviewed criteria for screening and selecting
candidates.

The Committee approved fifteen alumni, four undergraduate

students, seven graduate students (pending GPA validation}, and eighteen
add/transfer applications as candidates for membership in the Honor Society.
On March 31, 1982, the Steering Committee met and discussed the possibility of
a site visit on June 6 1 1982.

Beth Starr contacted Becky Markel about the

potential visit and was informed that early chartering of the Honor Society
was not possible.

The Steering Committee decided to continue with the Spring

Induction Program as planned.
In April 1982, an additional twenty alumni, sixteen undergraduate students,
five graduate students, three community members, and three faculty members
were approved for induction.

The first Induction Ceremony of the restructured

Wright State University School of Nursing Honor Society was held on May 23,
1982 1 in the School of Medicine Amphitheater on campus followed by
a reception in the Faculty Dining Room of the University Center.
Margaret Maloney was the keynote speaker.
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Dean

Following the spring induction the Honor Society's Screening Committee
discussed election of officers and committee appointments.

Steering Commiftee

members who had not attended 50% of the meetings were dropped from the
committee.

The remaining committee members agreed to serve as the Nominating

Committee for the election and to assist the new officers until a fall
installation ceremony. Society members were contacted to find those interested
in holding office or serving on a committee.

The Honor Society agreed to

contribute $200 and work with the WSU Alumni Nursing Constituent Society and
the WSU School of Nursing Department of Continuing Education to present a
program by Madeline Leininger, R.N., Ph.D.

1

F.A.A.N.

1

on October 16 1 1982, at

the Bergamo Center.
On June 30, 1982, ballots for officers were distributed to be returned by July
14 1 1982.

Election results were as follows:

Betty Schmoll, President; Ann

Peters, 1st Vice-President; Carole Krupa, 2nd Vice-President; Holli Utz,
Secretary; Barbara Kellerstrauss 1 Treasurer; Barbara Murphy, Faculty Advisor;
and members of the Nominating Committee: Nancy Janssens, chair; Louise
Walther, Shirlee Buck 1 Kay Lowe and Beth Starr.
On July 22, 1982,

the Nominating Committee met with the new officers, and

committees were appointed.

Betty Schmoll planned to update the national

office on our progress and request a review of our application and a site
evaluation visit.
Work continued in committees over the next several months.

Betty Schmoll and

Barbara Murphy visited the national office and met with Nell Watts, Executive
Director of Sigma Theta Tau.

An updated application was submitted with

revisions and additions requested by the national office.

Dean Maloney

communicated with national officers during this period of update and review.
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The program scheduled for October 16 1 1982, was cancelled because of Madeline
Leininger's illness and installation of officers was postponed until the fall
induction program.
On November 21, 1982 1 the second induction ceremony for thirty-one new members
and the first installation of officers of the re-structured Honor Society
members took place in the Faculty Dining Room of the University Center. Donna
Deane, Ph.D., Assistant Dean of the undergraduate programn in the WSU School
of Nursing, was the keynote speaker. A reception followed the ceremony.
January 1983 was spent finalizing plans for an evaluation visit by Beth C.
Vaughan-Wrobel, 2nd Vice-President of Sigma Theta Tau, scheduled for February
14-15.

Committees were functioning well with good representation of

community, student, faculty, and alumni members.

Preparations for several

lectures and programs was in progress, with a meeting of the membership and an
induction ceremony scheduled for May 22, 1983.

A newsletter for members was

planned for spring, and a system for press releases and public relations
was being developed by the Secretary.

The Honor Society officers' hope was

for a favorable evaluation visit and installation as a chapter of Sigma Theta
Tau.
The February 14-15 visit by Dr. Beth Vaughan-Wrobel was indeed a favorable
one.

The Sigma Theta Tau 2nd Vice-President met with the officers of the

Honor Society, with Dean Mary M. Maloney, with faculty, students, and
community leaders in addition to appropriate WSU administration.

She

thoughtfully perused the appropriate documents and data compilations that had
been detailed in the most recent chartering information.

She was attentive to

the expressed concerns of those who had been previously involved in the
delayed chartering and had worked diligently to enable this evaluation visit
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to be a successful one.

Her personal style allayed many concerns and, despite

continued feelings of apprehension by a few, she offered guidelines and
suggestions that did not seem insurmountable.

In fact, Dr. Maloney felt very

positive about the visit report and conveyed her hopefulness to others.

The

changes detailed were begun and corrections were made appropriately.
Specifically, Dr. Vaughan-Wrobel had suggested that the Sigma Theta Tau's Ten
Year Plan be incorporated into the program goals of the Honor society,
particularly those of resource development, knowledge expansion and knowledge
utilization.

In addition she emphasized that those individuals currently

involved with the chartering efforts needed to remain active and involved in
the future of the chapter.

The group moved forward with the scheduled

meetings and the May 1983 induction

ceremony.

In addition a tentative

September date for the chartering ceremony was reserved pending a final
approval by the Sigma Theta Tau,
On April 21, 1983 1 following dinner and a lecture by Dr. Rosemary Parse, a
member of the graduate faulty at WSU School of Nursing, election of forty-two
new members into the Honor Society was held.

On

May 22 1 the Induction

Ceremony took place at the WSU Medical Sciences Auditorium with Susan B.
Steckel, Ph.D., Associate Dean for Administration, School of Nursing,
University of Michigan, and First Vice President of Sigma Theta Tau as keynote
speaker,
Another,"

Her address was entitled "Mentor System:Women Supporting One
Incoming Officers for 1983-85 were also installed as follows:

President-Elect Susan Evans, First Vice-President Linda Delaney, Treasurer
Barbara Kellerstrass and Mariann Lovell as Faculty Advisor. A reception
followed at the Holiday Inn in Fairborn.

WSU School of Nursing Honor Society

membership at the end of May 1983 was one-hundred and seventy-three,
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In May 1983, the long awaited news came that the Sigma Theta Tau had granted
membership ta the Wright State University School of Nursing Honor Society to
become the Zeta Phi Chapter~~

Chartering Ceremony was to be held on Sunday,

September 11, 1983 at the Daytonian Hilton.
Dr. Beth Vaughn-Wrobel.

The inducting officer was to be

Tentative plans quickly became reality, and the hard

work of the various committee members continued.
At long last the exciting day arrived!

The officers and committee members

arrived at the hotel only to find the room in total disarray from the previous
night's events.

Nothing was going to stop this event from taking

place correctly as proscribed from Sigma Theta Tau National Office!

In

short order, the room was vacuumed, five hundred chairs were in place, the
chartering paraphenalia was arranged as the protocol described, and we began
on time with all two hundred thirty-three inductees in proper places.

It was

a moving, thrilling day for so many who had endeavored for five years to
achieve this.

The toasts at the reception following were intense and

meaningful.
Following the chapter chartering, the goal was to involve more of the
membership in the leadership and committee work to create a solid base for the
future of Zeta Phi.

Response was positive with members serving on local

committees and participating in National activities,

The financial base was

stable and a Scholarship/Research Committee was appointed to develop
guidelines and procedures for awards. On October 21-22, 1983, a program was
collaboratively sponsored with the WSU SON Continuing Education Department,
the Nursing Constituent Society of the WSU Alumni Association, and Zeta Phi.
Grayce Sills, Ph.D., faculty member of the Ohio State University School of
Nursing and a former Dayton area nurse, was keynote speaker for a dinner open
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to the nursing community on Friday evening. The Saturday workshop entitled
"Caring For The Caregiver" was the first event following the chartering

ceremony and reflected the concern for quality programs for the membership.
Collaborative sponsorship of nursing programs continued due in part to the
joint involvement of many members and to conserve resources of each group.

On

March 27, 1984 the WSU SON Research Day was held at Bergamo Center with Zeta
Phi Chapter sponsoring the wine and cheese reception for the presentors
following the program.
The first Annual Meeting was held on May 22, 1984, at the Alex Continental
Inn, Centerville.

Delegates Betty Schmoll and Barbara Murphy reported on the

charter recognition of Zeta Phi Chapter at the Sigma Theta Tau National
Convention held in Boston.

Various committee reports were given and the new

officers were installed with Barbara Murphy, President; Vice-President Linda
Delaney; Susan Praeger, Secretary; Barbara Kellerstrauss, Treasurer; and
Faculty Counselors Mariann Lovell and Betsy Frank.
On October 2, 1984, Dr. Betsy Frank presented the program at a dinner meeting
of the chapter.

The topic was entitled,"Qualitative Research in Nursing."

On

25 October, a wine and cheese poster reception was held at the Ramada Inn
South in conjunction with Research Day at Miami Valley Hospital.

Dr. Phyllis

Kritek spoke on "Development of a Nurse Researcher" in addition to being the
keynote speaker for the entire event.
On 18 November, 1984, forty new members were inducted into Zeta Phi chapter
at the ceremony held in Bergamo Center.

Dr. Jeanette Lancaster, Dean of the

School of Nursing, was the keynoter, and her address was entitled "Excellence
in Nursing." Other activities of the chapter during 1984 included submission
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of the chapter name and funds as

one of the host chapters for the biannual

national convention in Indianapolis in November. Many members assisted four
co-chairs from Zeta Phi with the convention activities.

Four delegates

attended the Regional Assembly in Chicago on December 6-7 where two presented
posters and the other two attended the leadership conferences in programs,
public relations, finance and membership.

A chapter newsletter was also

begun.
During 1985 the chapter sponsored two research conferences and participated
with WSU School Of Nursing in a Spring Symposium focusing on grant writing
andd writing for

publication.

Goals for '85-86 were: to strengthen the

funding base methods; to promote research and scholarship by giving three $100
research awards and one $400 scholarship award; to improve the quality of the
programs; to disseminate nursing research finding to the local community; and
to convene the leaders of all local nursing organizations to coordinate annual
programming. Officers for 1985-86 were: Barbara Murphy, President; Debra
Oberer, President-Elect; Linda Delaney, Vice-President; Susan Praeger,
Secretary; Brenda Stevenson, Treasurer; amd Faculty Counselors Paula (Betsy)
Frank and Ann Stoewer.
In 1985, the initial program on February 12 with Dr. Donna Deane as speaker
was cancelled due to a snowstorm and rescheduled for the annual business

meeting on May 22.
Research Day.

On April 29, Zeta Phi sponsored the break for the WSU SON

October 17, 1985 was the Dr, Em Bevis lecture and reception

co-sponsored with the WSU School of Nursing,

Later in October, a wine and

cheese reception with Dr. Irene Allyn as guest speaker was hosted in
conjunction with the Miami Valley H~spital Research Symposium.
Ceremony was held at the Bergamo Center on November 24, 1985.
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The Induction
Dr. Doris

Edwards, Regional Coordinator of STT, was the keynote speaker and spoke on
"Maintaining Excellence in a Cost Containment Environment." Forty-three were
inducted into the chapter at this time, bringing the total membership to three

hundred thirty-six.
During 1986, the chapter sponsored the break at the WSU Research Colloquium in
March held at Greene Memorial Hospital, Xenia, on April 10 with Dr. Bettye
Johnson as keynoter.

The annual business meeting was held at the Fireplace

Inn on May 13, 1986, with President Barbara Murphy presiding.

Ron Landau was

the first recepient of a research incentive award by Zeta Phi for his study
in-progress being conducted at the Veterans Administration Hospital in Dayton.
Ron was presented a check for $100 by Debra Oberer, President-Elect.

Other

1986-87 officers installed that night in addition to D. Oberer were: Anna

Jones, Vice-President; Sue Kritzer, Secretary; Faculty Counselor Barbara
Bogan; and Nominating Committee members Barbara Mims and Karen Borchers.
Continuing officers were Treasurer Brenda Stevenson and Faculty Counselor Ann
Stoe1-1er.
The Zeta Phi-Miami Valley Hospital October 1986 research event featured Dr.
Davina Gosnell as keynote speaker with a topic entitled "Research Search." Two
other programs for the membership included Dr. Tom Rueth's presentation

on

"For Health Care Professionals ••• Avoiding Stress ... Is It Really Worth The
Effort?" and the Distinguished Lecturer Series, "Nursing's Future in Ohio,"
key-noted by Dr. Carole Anderson, F.A.A.N., co-sponsored by the chapter and
WSU-MV SON.

Dr. Jeanette Lancaster, Dean of WSU-MV SON, spoke at the 9

November 1986 Induction held in the Medical Sciences Auditorium.

Thirty-nine

persons including three transfers were inducted and honored at a reception
held in the Upper Hearth Lounge at the WSU University Center.
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This was the

last of the annual fall induction ceremonies as the Executive Committee made
the decision to move to a Spring Induction which is more in line with other
chapters.
In 1987, the chapter qromoted research and scholarship by awarding two
research grants to members.

Pat Martin, Ph.D. candidate at Case Western

University received $f50 as did Jan Bauer, Ph.D. candidate at University of
Texas.

Two undergraduate students at WSU-MV SON, Jodi Day and Susan Thie,

each received $400 sc~olarships.

Zeta Phi Chapter donated $670 to the

International Knowledge Building Campaign and pledged the same amount for two
more years. Nursing research findings were presented at the 1987 fall poster
evening reception co-sponsored with MVH.

Joyce Fitzpatrick was the keynote

speaker whose topic was entitled "The Joys and Triumphs of Clinical
Researchers."

The fall Distinguished Lecture Series in collaboration with the

WSU-MV SON featured Holly Skodel Wilson on the topic of "Fostering and
Establishing A Research Climate."

1987 officers were: Debra Oberer,

President; Grace Thomas, President-Elect; Anna Jones, Vice-President; Sue
Kritzer, Secretary; Jane Doorley, Treasurer; Faculty Counselors Carol
Holdcraft and Virginia Nehring, named to replace Barbara Bogan who had
resigned.
To promote visibility and stimulate interest of nursing leaders in the
community for becoming a member of Zeta Phi Chapter, a formal Membership Tea
was initiated.

Held on 13 January, 1988 1 seventy-one individuals, both

graduate students and community members, attended with the resulting induction
of twenty-six community members at the April ceremony.

Improvements in

communication with members include four newsletters, and individual flyers
prior to each scheduled program or event.
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A Chapter Bulletin Board was also

posted in the main hallway at the WSU-MV School of Nursing and continues to be
updated regularly.
A general membership meeting was held at Dominic's in March 1988 to approve
the candidates for induction.

The speaker was member Ron Landau who had just

returned from a trip to Sierra Leone, West Africa,
health care group entitled "STARFISH."
planned return trip,

serving with the primary

He described this venture and his

The spring Research Colloquim topic was presented by

Brenda Lyon and was entitled "The Relevance of Clinical Research to Practicing
Nurses and to the Bottom Dollar Line."

This event was again held at Greene

Memorial Hospital in Xenia on April 8, 1988, and

was co-sponsored with the

WSU-MV SON.
Financial contributions totaled

2,270.00 presented by the chapter to several

individuals and organizations during 1988. Associate Dean Virginia Nehring
received $200 for the chapter research incentive award.

Senior nursing

student Lynn Vasey received $400 as recepient of the chapter scholarship
award.

Drs. Donna Deane and Pat Martin also received $400 for their

monograph, "Nursing Research Productivity in Ohio."

$670 was sent as the

second of three annual contributions to the International Center for Nursing
Scholarship.

$100 was given to the WSU-MV Student Nurse Organization for

expenses in attending the student Nurse National Convention.

$1000 went to

the MVH-MV SON far the "Horizons in Nursing" program to recruit qualified
minority and otherwise disadvantaged high school students into careers in
nursing.
The annual Induction Ceremony was held at the Dayton Marriott on April 17 1
1988, with 81 members inducted.
Coordinator for Sigma Theta Tau,

Guest speaker was Rosemarie Hogan, Regional
Three members attended the Regional Assembly
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held in Ann Arbor, Michigan, on April 24-25, 1988.

A commitment was made with

several other chapters in the region to co-host the 1990 regional conference
in Toledo by President Debra Oberer, Vice-President Anna Jones, and Treasurer
Brenda Stevenson.
The annual Business meeting was held on 25 May 1988 at Field's Restaurant with
Grace Thomas installed as 1988-90 President; Jane Doorley, Treasurer; and
Carol Holdcraft as continuing, and Kathleen Boyle, as newly elected Faculty
Counselors.

Nominating Committee members were Celesta Warner, Norma Keefer,

and Brenda Stevenson.

Other officers newly elected and installed were

Vice-President Barbara Murphy and Secretary Pat Bethel.
October 20, 1988 1 was the next event at which the chapter sponsored an evening
poster reception for the Eighth Annual MVH Research Day.

Guest speaker was

Dr. Susan Stickel Boehm of the Univ. of Michigan at Ann Arbor.
held at the Mandalay Banquet Center had as the theme
Differential Advantage."

The conference

"Nursing Research-A

The Distinguished Lecturer Series program was held

at the WSU University Center on November 7, 1988 with Marie Lobo, Ph.D.,
faculty member of The Ohio State College of Nursing and former WSU SON
faculty, speaking on the topic of "Empowering Families to Achieve Health."
Two members attended the International STT Biennial Convention held November
9-13 at the Hyatt Regency in San Francisco, They were President Grace Thomas
and Faculty Counselor Carol Holdcraft.

The Regional Conference was held in

Milwaukee in the fall of 1988, with Grace Thomas and Barbara Murphy attending.
The Heritage Committee was established by Sigma Theta Tau By-laws as a
standing committee for all chapters.

President Grace Thomas appointed the

four members of this committee in July 1988 for a two year term, ending June
17
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30 1 1990.

They were: Ann P~ters, Chairperson; Sue Kritzer; Brenda Nickells;

and Betty Schmoll, and their initial task was to write the chapter history:
Chapter histories are to be formally updated every five years, Therefore
information regarding chapter activities after December 1988 will be updated
through the annual committee report submitted at the Annual Meeting each May,
with the next five year historical segment to be done in 1993.
The committee's final draft was submitted to the Executive Committee on 7
February 1989.

Following review and editing, a chapter history was formally

presented to the Zeta Phi Chapter on March 12 1 1990.

A computer disk

containing the history has also been presented for the chapter archives.
The Heritage Committee has described the events and identified

prominent

individuals in the developmental history of the Zeta Phi Chapter of Sigma
Theta Tau.

The length of this document reflects the unusual difficulties

experienced in the initial chartering efforts yet this is important in
relating the history of this chapter.

The history describes the impetus for

initiating the chapter, the significant circumstances surrounding the date of
chapter establishment and the exact date of the chartering of the Zeta Phi
chapter of Sigma Theta Tau.

Major activities including epical episodes are

described as are major trends experienced by the chapter.

In 1989 the chapter

is viewed as strongly involved in maintaining the goals of Sigma Theta Tau; as
collaborator with other near-by chapters in program planning and delivery; as
actively supportive of activities at the Sigma Theta Tau National Society
office; as financially stable; and as truly reflective of sharing with the
community the ideals of nursing knowledge, nursing education, and of nursing
research - thus of the true meaning of the Sigma Theta Tau, Honor Society of
Nursing.
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THE 1989-93 YEARS
The next five year interval, from 1989 through 1993 1 found Zeta Phi Chapter
members continuing to participate in numerous activities at the local,
regional and even the international levels of Sigma Theta Tau.

Records of

October 1988 showed the chapter membership was four hundred seventy-eight.
1989
The Eligibility Committee's Membership Tea was an event on January 18, 1989 1
with many prospective members attending.

It was held in the Upper Hearth

Lounge at the Wright State University (WSUI Center.

The annual membership

meeting held on March 15 had twenty-three attendees.
Induction of New Members and Installation of Officers Ceremony was at Bergamo
Center on April 30 with forty-eight new members inducted.

President Grace

Thomas presided with the assistance of other officers as follows:

Barbara

Murphy, Vice-President; Pat Bethel, Secretary; Jane Doorley, Treasurer; and
Faculty Counselors Kate Boyle and Carol Holdcraft.

Patricia Martin, PhD, was

installed as President-Elect, as were Recording Secretary Janet Dugan, and
Faculty Counselor Jane Evans, with Cheryl Hoying elected to the Nominating
Committee.
The Research and Awards Committee at the Induction Ceremony presented the
Undergraduate Scholarship Award to Sheryl Feeser and the Research Award to
Donna M. Curry, PhD, RM.
WSU-Zeta Phi Research Day was held on May 20 with one-hundred twenty
a.ttending.
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On May 25 1 nineteen members attended the annual Business Meeting at the
Holiday Inn I-675 Conference Center .

Committee reports and the annual

President's report were presented.
On September 25 1 Distinguished Lecturer Jacqueline Campbell, PhD, spoke on
"Battered Women and the Health Care System."
graduate of WSU School of Nursing,

Dr. Campbell is a 1980 MSN

One thousand notices were mailed to health

and human services professionals in the Dayton area to publicize her
presentation.

On October 26, at the Miami Valley Hospital (MVH) Clinical

Research Symposium, Zeta Phi sponsored the Poster Session with Patricia
Martin, PhD, as keynote speaker regarding "Collaborative Research."
The Publicity Committee distributed the chapter newsletter ta an average of
430 members four times during 1989 with a membership directory published
annually.

In addition, local area newpapers received information about the

various programs, inductees, etc,
The Heritage Committee presented a final draft of the chapter history for
review at the Executive Committee meeting on 7 February 1989.
scrapbook is being updated as well,

The chapter

Editing continued following circulation

of the draft.
1990
On January 19, 1990, the Eligibility Committee sponsored a Fashion Show and
Student Pizza Party in the WSU Faculty Dining Room at the University Center to
promote interest in Sigma Theta Tau.
was high.

Again, interest by prospective members

The Publicity Committee actively publicized this event to the local

news media.
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The Induction of New Members and the Installation of Officer Ceremony occurred
on April 28 at the Bergamo Center when forty-nine members were inducted.
Betty Schmoll, MS, RN 1 and Executive Director of Hospice of Dayton, Inc.

1

was

the speaker, and her topic was "Zeta Phi Members Make A Difference." Ms.
Schmoll was the first president of Zeta Phi Chapter.

Officers participating

were: President Patricia Martin, PhD; Recording Secretary Janet Dugan;
Treasurer Jane Doorley; and Faculty Counselor Jane Evans.

Officers installed

included newly elected Vice President Susan Praeger; Corresponding Secretary
Reta Daum; Faculty Counselor Joanne Cross; and Nominations Committee members
Linda Welin and Joyce McDonald.

Also honored at this event were the

recipients of the Undergraduate Scholarship Award, Sarah Dewitt, and the New
Investigator Awards to Brenda Stevenson and to Joan Padgett from the VA
Hospital Nursing Dept.

In addition twenty Sigma Theta Tau members have

transferred their membership to Zeta Phi Chapter during this year.
The May Nurses Day Program was held at the Mandalay Banquet Center. Zeta Phi
was one of the thirteen group sponsors to hear Lawrence Ulrich, PhD, Chairman
of the Philosophy Department at University of Dayton, speak on "Ethics in the
Art of Nursing."

Two hundred thirty-seven attended this presentation.

On May 24, the Annual Business Meeting was held in the WSU University Center
Faculty Dining Room.

Following committee reports, the Program and Heritage

Committees presented a panel of previous presidents from Zeta Phi and the WSU
SON Honor Society who gave a review of events which were described in the
written chapter history.

Ann Peters, Heritage Committee Chair was moderator.

Others participating were: Patricia Pecqueux, Betty Schmoll
Debra Oberer, and Grace Thomas.

I

Barb Murphy,

Pat, while not the Honor Society

president, had been among the first student group to begin its development.
Anne Wilson and Beth Starr, both of whom live out of town, were unable to
attend but sent brief messages which were read.
unable to attend.

Jean Sullivan was ill and

Copies of the chapter history were available for sale at

this meeting and will continue to be for interested members.
videotaped for future use.

The program was

The Executive Committee received a bound copy of

the history and a computer disk at its May meeting.

Both were placed in the

chapter files.
The Miami Valley Hospital Clinical Research Symposium, "Nursing Research: A
Decade of Progress" was held on October 11 with Margaret Greer, PhD, RN, as
keynote speaker. Zeta Phi hosted a wine and cheese reception for the Poster
Session in the auditorium of the newly opened Berry Women's Health Pavilion at
the hospital.
Region 4 Assembly of Sigma Theta Tau, "The Dynamics of Developing Resources,"
was held in Toledo, Ohio, on October 12-13 with Zeta Phi as one of the host
chapters.

Jane Doorley and Pat Martin attended this event.

The final event of 1990 was the wine and cheese reception on November 14 at
the Holiday Inn I-675 Conference Center following the keynote address by Betty
Newman, PhD, RN, at the third Biennial Newman Systems Model Symposium.
1991
Forty-five undergraduate students attended a pizza party on January 23, 1991,
presented by the Eligibility Committee.

This was followed by an informal

social program on the theme of International Nursing for eighty to ninety
graduate students and prospective community members. The event took place in
the WSU Faculty Dining Room at the University Center.

On May 1, the Dayton Area Nurses Collaborative Education (DANCE)
sponsored Susan Dill-Calloway, RN, JD, who presented "Legal Pitfalls and
Nursing Practice."

Again, this meeting was well-attended.

At Bergamo Center on May 19 the Induction of New Members and the Installation
of Officers occurred with President Pat Martin presiding.

The speaker was

Wright State-Miami Valley Hospital School of Nursing Dean Jane Swart, PhD 1 RN,
on the topic of "The Nurse As Scholar.• There were eighty-four members
inducted-35 undergrads, 34 grads and 15 from the community.

Other officers

assisted with the program were: Vice President Mary Sroga, Corresponding
Secretary Linda Welin, Faculty Counselor Joanne Cross, and Heritage Committee
chair Grace Thomas.

Officers installed were: Julia Frantz, President Elect;

Recording Secretary Ron Landau; Treasurer Teresa Thorpe; Faculty Counselor
Celesta Warner; and Nominating Committee member Carol Holdcraft.

Awards were

presented to Mary Porter for the Undergraduate Scholarship, and the Senior
Research Award to Mary Jane Reinhart, PhD, RN.
The annual chapter business meeting was May 22, 1991.

The biennial 1989-91

report gave 477 on the current membership list with 612 as the total number
inducted since chapter installation.

Of those, 133 had been during this

biennium.
The eleventh Annual Clinical Research Symposium held at Miami Valley Hospital
in October was entitled "Preparing Graphic Materials for Research
Presentation."

At the continental breakfast and Poster Presentation sponsored

by Zeta Phi Chapter, Gail Moddeman, PhD, a Zeta Phi member, presented.

Her

topic was "Researcher's Role Change~ from the Master's Program to that of a
Ph.D.

II
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Three members attended the Sigma Theta Tau International Biennial Convention
in Tampa, Florida, on November 11-15, 1991.
presented papers.

Jane Doorley and Pat Martin

Pat received the Research Poster Award on "Noise Levels in

the NICU." Congratulations, Dr. Patricia Martin, from Zeta Phi Chapter!
Pat also received the 1992 Nurse Researcher of the Year Award at the Ohio
Nurses Association Convention (ONA) in Cleveland.

Betty Schmoll, another Zeta

Phi member, was honored at the same event with the Excellence in Nursing
Service Administrator Award.

We salute you both.
1992

Committees were quite busy during the 1992 year.

The Research-Scholarship

Committee initiated an electronic library connection between Wright State
University and Sigma Theta Tau, International, in Indianapolis.

The Heritage

Committee did another videotaped interview with Betty Schmoll and Barb Murphy
as the two recalled early chapter struggles.

This was a replacement for the

previously videotaped program of the chapter history which was of uneven
quality. Two copies were placed in the chapter files.

A Nominations

Committee member change was that of Phyllis Risner to replace Linda Welin.
The annual Zeta Phi Members Meeting occurred on April 2, 1992, at the Bergamo
Center.

Rebecca Reach, RN, MSN 1 and Chair of the Dept.of Nursing at Sinclair

Community College, Dayton, was the speaker. Ms. Reach's topic was "Nursing in
the Soviet Union," a presentation of her tour of the Soviet Union and of
Sinclair's upcoming hosting of Russian nurses.
The third DANCE seminar was held at the Mandalay Banquet Center on May 6 with
Carol Jenkins, RN, MS, ONA Executive Director, as speaker.
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The topic was

"Nursing: Shaping the Future of Health Care." Zeta Phi Chapter continues as a
co-sponsor of this event.
On May 17 the annual Induction of New Members and Installation of Officers was
held at the Bergamo Center.

Fifty one new members were inducted.

There also were seven transfers to Zeta Phi during 1992.

Dr. Irene Alyn,

Chair of the Department of Nursing at Cedarville College and a Zeta Phi member
was the speaker.
Scholarship."

The topic of her presentation was "Commitment to

Debbie Ulrich, Research-Scholarship Committee Chair, presented

awards to Gail Moddeman as experienced researcher and to Kay Rickey as the
novice researcher.

Tanya Heindenreich, experienced researcher, and Barb

Jones, novice, received runner-up awards.

No applications were received for

the Undergraduate Scholarship Award or for the Honors Incentive Award.
Officers installed were: Vice President Beth Anderson; Corresponding Secretary
Linda Welin; Faculty Counselor Jane Doorley; with Alice Adkins and Debra
Oberer elected to the Nominating Committee.
Also in May, on 19-22 in Columbus, Zeta Phi Chapter was co-host with five
other Sigma Theta Tau chapters from Ohio at a wine and cheese reception during
the STT International Research Conference held at the Hyatt Regency hotel.
Many Zeta Phi members were presentors at this event.

Theme for this

conference was "Voyage Into The Future Through Nursing Research."
A monetary gift was made to ONA District 110 to support a "Meet the Candidates
and Discuss Health Care Issues" meeting at Miami Valley Hospital on September

24.
Another co-sponsored event was on October 22 at the breakfast for the annual
MVH Clinical Research Symposium held at the Mandalay Center.
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Some events of the year were of a more personal nature. Dr. Patricia Martin,
Zeta Phi 1990-92 president, was named to the By-Laws Committee at the Sigma
Theta Tau International level.

Nominating Committee members changed as

Lorraine Brzozowski replaced Deb Oberer.

On November 6 1 Kathy Tilton, a Zeta

Phi member, was one of the speakers at the WSU-MVH Research Day Symposium
Breakfast.
Region 4 Assembly was held on December 4-5 in Cincinnati, with STT chapters
Beta Iota and Zeta Phi co-sponsoring.

Brigadier General Clara Adams-Ender,

Deputy Commanding General, Military District of Washington, Headquarters U.S.
Army, was the keynoter.

Her address was entitled "Leadership for a New Era."

There were 185 registrants and 51 of the 61 chapters in Region 4 were
represented.

From Zeta Phi were Brenda Stevenson, Teresa Thorpe, Sylvia

Pringle, Kathy Fellows, Pat Martin, and Julia Frantz.
1993
April 1, 1993, was the date for the Members Meeting held in the Upper Hearth
Lounge, WSU Center.

Susan Praeger, PhD, RN, and Jane Hutcheson, MS, RN, both

addressed issues related to the underserved adolescent population, comparing
needs from Australia and the US.
On May 5, the annual DANCE Program focusing on "Managed Care" was held at the
Mandalay Center.
University.

Keynote speaker was Bonnie Pylon, PhD, RN, of Vanderbilt

Many attended this program as usual.

The Induction of New Members and the Installation of New Officers was held on
May 16 at the Bergamo Center.

Spealer was Doris Edwards, RN, PhD, Dean of the

Capital University School of Nursing in Columbus, a graduate from Wright State
University School of Nursing and a diploma graduate from Miami Valley
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Hospital.

New Officers are: Donna Deane, PhD, President Elect; Ron Patrick,

Recording Secretary; Faculty Counselor Margaret Clark Graham; and Nominating
Committee member Joyce McDonald.

Inductees numbered forty-nine,

Awards were

presented to Experienced Researcher Carol Holdcraft and Novice Researcher
Barbara Jones,

Anita McCormick received the Undergraduate Student

Scholarship.

Five members transferred membership into Zeta Phi.

The 1991-93 Biennial report lists four hundred sixty-three active members of
Zeta Phi Chapter.

Seven hundred and one members have been inducted into Zeta

Phi Chapter since its chartering in 1983.
The Bylaws Committee updated the Zeta Phi Chapter Bylaws and they were
published in the Spring 93 newsletter.

Committee members were: Donna Deane,

Chair; Phyllis Bills; Ron Patrick; Jane Enneking; and Pat Martin.

Their

efforts are much appreciated.
The WSU-MVH School of Nursing and the Dayton Veteran Administration's Medical
Center cosponsored a Research Day on May 20 at the VA Medical Center.

Joy

Edwards-Beckett, PhD, DNSc, RN delivered the keynote address on the theme
"Research in the Clinical Setting."
The Tenth Anniversity Celebration of the Zeta Phi Chapter Chartering will be
September 9 at the Mandalay Banquet Center.

Beth Vaughan-Wrobel, PhD. ,RN,

President of Sigma Theta Tau International, will be the keynote speaker.
the Program Committee and the Heritage Committee are actively planning
celebration.

Both
this

Dr. Beth Vaughan-Wrobel represented Sigma Theta Tau at the Zeta

Phi Chapter Chartering.
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,

The MVH Clinical Research Symposium's theme is "Empowerment Through Nursing
Research,"on October 22 1 1993, at the Mandalay Center ,
will be Doris Blandy, EdD, RN,

Keynote speaker

Zeta Phi members are actively involved in this

event,
Another event of importance is the 32nd Biennial Convention of Sigma Theta Tau
International in Indianapolis, Indiana, on November 29-December 3, 1993.
Zeta Phi members will be among the delegates to the convention.
The Heritage Committee has completed the five year update through June 30,
1993.

The Chapter scrapbook has also been updated.

Heritage Committee

members for 1992-94 are: Grace Thomas, Chair; Jeannie Brooks, Geneva Connell,
Sarah DeWitt, Sue Kritzer, Ann Peters, Sylvia Reiman, Theresa Westfall, and
Marianne Urban.
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